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ARE you: a man ? God made you a man: 

but you make yourlelf @ beaſt. Where - 
in does a man differ from a beaſt ? Is it not 
chiefly in reaſon, in underſtanding. But you 
throw away what reaſon” you have. You 
{trip yourſelf of your underſtanding. You 
do all you can to make yourſelf a mere 
beaſt : not a fool, not a madman only; but 
a ſwine, a poor filthy (wine, 

O how honourable is a beaſt of God's 
making, compared to one that makes himſelf a 
beaſt ! but that is not all. You make your- 
ſelf a devil. You ſtir up all the deviliſh 
tempers that are in you : you heighten and 
increaſe them. You cauſe the fire of anger, 
or malice, or luſt, to burn ſeven times 
hotter than before, At the ſame time you 
grieve the ſpirit of God, till you drive him 
quite away from you. And whatever 
ſpark of good remained in your foul, you 
drown and quench at once: 

So you are now jult ft for every 
work of the devil, backs caſt off all that is 
good or virtuous, and filled your heart 
with every thing that is bad, that is earth» 
ly, ſenſual, and deviliſh. . You have forc- 
ed the ſpirit of God to depart from you; 


for 


of. 8p | 
for you would take none of his reproof : 
and * have given yourſelf up into the 
Hands of the devil, to be led blindfold by 
him at his will. | $3 
Now, what ſhould hinder the ſame 
thing from befalling you, which befell him 
who was alk'd, which was the greateſt fin, 
adultery, drunkenneſs, or murder? and 
which of the three he had rather commit ? 
He ſaid, drunkenneſs was the leaſt. Soon 
after he got drunk: he then met with ano- 
ther man's wife, and raviſh'd her: the 
huſband coming to help her, he murdered 
thim.—So drunkenneſs, adultery and 
murder went together: $2 
I have heard a ſtory of a poor, wild 
Indian far wiſer than either him or you. 
The Engliſ gave him a caſk of ſtrong li- 
quor. The next morning he called his 
friends together, and ſetting it in the midſt 
of them ſaid, ** Theſe white men have given 
us goiſon. The man who gave me this, was 
a wile man, and would hurt none but his 
enemies. But as ſoon as he had drunk of 
this, he was mad, and would have killed 
his own brother. We will not be porſoned.” 
He then broke the caſk, and poured th 
liquor upon the ſand. | 
On what motive do you thus poiſon your- 
ſelf? only for the pleaſure of doing it? 
What will you make yourſelf a beaſt, or 
rather a devil? will you run the hazard of 
committing all manner of villainies; and 
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this only for the poor pleaſure of a fe mo- 


ments, while the poiſon is running down 
your throat? O never call yourſelf a 
Chriſtian ! never call yourſelf a man you 
are ſunk beneath the greater part of the 
beaſts that periſh. 

But you lay, you drink for the ſake 
of company. You do it to oblige your 


friends. For company, do you ſay ? how is 


this? will you take a doſe of ralſbane for 
company ? If twenty men were to do fo be- 
fore you, would not you deſire to be ex- 
culed? how much more may you deſire to 
be exculed from going to hell for company ? 
but, „to oblige your friends.” What man- 
ner of friends are they, who would be 
obliged by your deſtroying yourſelf, who 
would ſuffer, nay entice you ſo to do? 
they are villains. They are your worſt 
enemies. They are juſt ſuch friends, as a 
man that would ſmile in your face, and 
{tab you to the heart. 

O do not aim at any excuſe. Say 
not, as many do, *©I am no one's enemy, 
but my own,” If it were ſo, what a poor 
ſaying is this, I give none but my own 
foul to the devil?” alas! is not that too 


much? why ſhouldſt thou give him thy own 
— foul? do it not: rather give it to God. 


But it is not ſo. You are an enemy 
to your king. whom you rob hereby of an 
uſeful ſubject. You are an enemy fo your 
country, which you defraud of the ſervice 
you might do, either as a man, or a Chriſ- 
| tlan, 
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tian. You are an enemy to every man that ſee 
you in your ſin; for your example may 
move him to do the fame. A drunkard is 
a fublic enemy, I ſhould not wonder at all, 
if (like Cain of old) you was afraid, that 
curry Wan who meeteth you ſhould ſlay you. 

Above all, you are an enemy to God, 
the great God of heaven and earth ; to. him 
who {urrounds you on every ſide, * can 
zuſt now fend you quick into hell. Him 
you are continually affronting to his face. 
You are ſetting him at open defiance. O 
do not provoke him thus any more. Fear 
the great God! | 

You are an enemy to Chriſt, to the 
Lord that bought you. You fly in the face 
of his authority. You ſet at nought both 
his ſovereign power and tender love. You 
crucify him, afreſh. And when you call 
him your Saviour, what is it leſs than to be- 
tray him with a kaſs. | 

O repent ! ſee and feel what a wretch 
you are. Pray to God, to convince you 
in your inmoſt ſoul, how: often you have 
crucified him afreſh, and put him to an 
open ſhame. Pray that-yon may know 

ourſelf to be {inwardly and outwardly) 

al fin, all guilt, all- helpleſſneſs. Then 
cry out, Thou Son of David, have mercy upon 
me—Thou Lamb of God. take away my fins 
Grant me thy peace. Juſtiſy the 3 —0 
bring me to the blood of ſprinkling, that 1 may go 
and fin no more; that I may love much, having. 


| had ſo much orgiven! | 
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